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Western Pennsylvania native and 
visual effects artist Joseph Letteri 
earned an impressive fifth Acade-
my Award at this year’s ceremo-
ny. 
 
The honor was for his work on the 
mega-hit “Avatar: The Way of 
Water.” As the Hollywood Re-
porter’s Carolyn Giardina writes, 
the award was “surprising no 
one.” 
 
“But Letteri didn't get to thank 
any family or co-workers on cam-
era during the worldwide tele-
cast,” reports Scott Tady for the 
Beaver County Times. “One of his 
fellow "Avatar" recipients gave a 
slow-to-unwind acceptance 
speech and though Letteri, whose 
name was listed first, looked ea-

ger to say something on camera, 
too, he got cut short by the live 
symphony playing music to signi-
fy the show intended to move 
forward.” 
 
Letteri was born and raise about 
20 miles northwest of Pittsburgh 
in the rural Butler County town of 
Aliquippa. After graduating from 
Center High School he earned a 
degree from the University of 
California – Berkley.  
 
His career is closely ted with 
New Zealand filmmaker Peter 
Jackson. The two worked togeth-
er on the “Lord of the Rings” 
films. “The Way of Water” was 
directed by another common col-
laborator, James Cameron. They 

first worked together on 1989’s 
“The Abyss”. Letteri’s other cred-
its include “Star Trek VI: The 
Undiscovered Country” (1991), 
“Mission Impossible” (1996) and 
“Avatar” (2009).  
 
Letteri has been called “The Mas-
ter of Motion Capture” by Indie-
wire’s Bill Desowitz. [In a 2019 
article, Desowitz interviewed di-
rector Matt Reeves on working 
with Letteri – ed.] 
 
He is currently tied for #2 in the 
category with fellow five-timer 
Ken Ralston (“Forest Gump”). 
Dennis Murren (“Jurassic Park”) 
leads with eight statuettes. Letteri 
currently runs Jackson’s special 
effects company, Weta FX. 

A documentary about the Tree of 
Life tragedy will be among those 
honored by the African American 
Film Critics Association 
(AAFCA), reports Greg Evans for 
Deadline. 
 
During the worship services of 
October 27, 2018, a "bearded 
heavy-set white male" entered the 

synagogue, opened fire and was 
"shooting for about 20 minutes." 
Eleven people were killed. It was 
the deadliest attack on the Ameri-
can-Jewish community in history. 
Robert Gregory Bowers was ar-
rested and charged.  
 

“A Tree of Life: The Pittsburgh 
Synagogue Shooting” recounts the 
horrors of that day while exploring 
the undercurrents of hatred that led 
to it and similar crimes. Learn 
more by reading the full article. 

Local Documentary To Be Honored 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0504784/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0
https://www.indiewire.com/influencers/war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes-vfx-supervisor-joe-letteri/
https://www.indiewire.com/influencers/war-for-the-planet-of-the-apes-vfx-supervisor-joe-letteri/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_synagogue_shooting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_synagogue_shooting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_synagogue_shooting
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt20417166/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt20417166/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0
https://deadline.com/2023/03/african-american-film-critics-association-special-achievement-awards-recipients-1235304474/


http://www.cobblerworld.com/
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The National Academy of Tele-
vision Arts and Sciences 
(NATAS) has bestowed an Emmy 
Award for Technology & Engi-
neering to Comcast Corpora-
tion. 

 

Comcast operates Pittsburgh’s 
cable television franchise and is 
the corporate parent of NBC-
Universal.  

Comcast Earns Tech Emmy 
The award was in recognition of 
the company’s Virtualized Cable 
Modem Termination Systems 
(VCMTS). The technology is 
described as decreasing “the cost 
of delivering broadband service, 
enables flexible deployment of 
network changes and more effi-
cient load balancing of broadband 
traffic to customers alleviating 
congestion, providing unprece-
dented real-time service visibility 
and ultimately improving the reli-
ability and performance of broad-
band service.” 
 
The formal ceremony will be held 
on April 16. 

A tentative agreement has been 
reached between Actors’ Equity 
Association (AEA) and the 
League of Resident Theatres 
(LORT), 
 
AEA represents 
more than 51,000 
professional ac-
tors and stage 
managers in live 
theater, including 
those in Pitts-
burgh. LORT is 
the nation’s larg-
est professional theater associa-
tion. Its members include the 
Pittsburgh Public Theater and 
City Theatre.  
 
“The new contract features im-
portant advances in safety rules 
and equity, diversity and inclusion 
provisions. In return we agreed to 
terms that give employers oppor-
tunities to maximize their ability 
to rebuild and expand their audi-
ences [in the wake of the pandem-
ic],” union executive director An-
drea Hoeschen explains in a press 
release. 
 
The agreement still needs to be 
ratified by each organization’s 
membership. More information is 
available by clicking here. 

AEA & LORT 
Deal Reached 

On April 1, a group of artists 
staged a special exhibition to 
show support for a local educator 
being held by the Russian Federa-
tion government. 
 
That educator is Marc Fogel, a 
native of Butler with an extensive 
resume teaching history at schools 
around the world. His current post 
is with the Anglo-American 
School of Moscow. The inde-
pendent, non-profit school teaches 
approximately 900 children be-
tween the ages of 4 and 18. More 
about the institution can be 
learned by clicking here. 
 
Fogel was arrested in 2021 at 
Sheremetyevo Alexander S. Push-
kin International Airport near 
Moscow after half an ounce of 
marijuana was found in his lug-
gage. (It had been proscribed for 
back pain by an American doc-
tor). He was later sentenced to 14 
years in prison and is currently in 
a penal colony.  
 

The April event was organized by 
Pittsburgh artist Tom Mosser in 
collaboration with one of Fogel’s 
attorneys. Among those partici-
pating is Randy Backes, an artist 
and college friend of Fogel.  
 
“He’s a humanitarian,” Backes 
told the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review’s Paul Guggenheimer, 
“he’s a family guy, he’s got a 
loving wife, two beautiful chil-
dren. The guy would give you the 
shirt off his back.” Read Guggen-
heimer’s full article. 

Artists Support Teacher 

https://www.actorsequity.org/news/PR/LORT2023/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Fogel
https://www.aas.ru/
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-artists-rally-in-support-of-marc-fogel-others-detained-in-russia/
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-artists-rally-in-support-of-marc-fogel-others-detained-in-russia/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
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More than two dozen area entre-
preneurs are sharing a total of 
$50,000 in grants administered by 
the Greater Pitts-
burgh Arts Coun-
cil (GPAC).  
 
The funds are part 
of the Pennsylva-
nia Council on the Arts’ (PCA) 
Creative Entrepreneur Accelerator 
program to support a creative 
business. 
 

Accelerator Grants 
“This round of funding for Pitts-
burgh’s creative economy had an 
overwhelming response,” 
GPAC’s Mia Hooper says in a 
press release. “We received far 
more applications than we had 
funds for. Unfortunately, this 
means that the funds supplied by 
the [PCA] ran out quickly. This is 
an indication of the incredible 
interest from our community of 
creative entrepreneurs who bring 
their work to life, fueling our 
creative economy.” The full list is 
available by clicking here. 

The small organization Artist 
Talk, Therapeutic Spaces has 
received a grant of $65,000 from 
the Staunton Farm Foundation 
to support its series of workshops 
for artists of color who are expe-
riencing mental health challeng-
es. 
 
Artist Talk’s web site describes 
itself as “an art and performance 
event series centered around 
mental health for the black com-
munity. Artists from all mediums, 
like visual artists, photographers, 
musicians, and more, come to-
gether to bring mental health con-
versation to the forefront by shar-
ing stories behind some of their 
most personal work.” 
 
The grant will help finance an 
increase in the number of work-
shops and giving access to mental 
health therapy to over 100 local 
Black and Brown artists. The 
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Coun-
cil (GPAC) serves as the group’s 
fiscal sponsor. Learn more about 
Artist Talk by clicking here. 

Artist  
Therapy 

Grant 

The newly formed Pittsburgh Art 
& Civic Design Commission held 
its first meeting, reports WESA-
FM’s Bill O’Driscoll. 
 
On March 22, the commission 
approved artwork for the next 
incarnation of the Fern Hollow 
Bridge. The first span to cover a 
large ravine in Frick Park was a 
steel arch bridge completed in 
1901. It was replaced in 1973 by a 
three-span steel ridge-frame 
bridge. This structure partially 
collapsed on January 28, 2022 
with a city bus trapped on it. The 
event coincided with a planned 
trip to Pittsburgh by President Joe 
Biden who was scheduled to 
speak on the nation’s infrastruc-
ture. Construction on a replace-
ment bridge began that May. 
 
According to O’Driscoll, the 
board unanimously approved a 

sculpture of stones and trees pro-
posed by artist Carin Mince-
moyer. Read his full report by 
clicking here. Now partially 
opened, the new Fern Hollow 
Bridge is expected to be finished 
this spring. 

City Art 
Commission 

Meets 

http://www.thepaperceiling.org/
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/news/grants-totaling-50000-state-funding-awarded-local-creative-businesses
https://www.artisttalkmentalhealth.com/
https://www.artisttalkmentalhealth.com/
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-03-23/fern-hollow-bridge-art


http://www.thevideohouse.com/
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The Andy Warhol Museum has 
confirmed Dan Law’s promotion 
to associate director. The Warhol 
is part of the Carnegie Museums 
of Pittsburgh. 

“I started at The Warhol in 2018, 
and the team and people here im-
mediately accepted me and shared 
in my excitement about new possi-
bilities for the museum,” said Law 
in a press release. “Since then, I’ve 
had the privilege of designing and 
launching The Pop District, and 
now we have the opportunity to 
advance the project to its full po-
tential.” 
 
Law has held multiple positions at 
the museum. Previously he has 
worked for various other nonprof-
its, including the World Affairs 
Council. 

Warhol 
Promotes 

Law Samuel Nemec has been named 
Second Oboe by the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra (PSO). 
 
Born in South 
Korea, the mu-
sician grew up 
in New Jersey 
and attended 
the prestigious 
Julliard 
School. At the 
school Nemec 
studied under the notables such 
as Elaine Douvas, the Principal 
Oboe at the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra. He is currently a 
member of the Atlanta Sympho-
ny Orchestra, which has posted 
a brief bio of the musician here. 
 
Nemec joins the PSO this Sep-
tember for the 2023-2024 season.  

PSO Hires 
Oboist 

The major entertainment unions 
have agreed to formally end the 
COVID-19 protocols, according 
to a joint statement released 
March 30. 
 
May 11 is the expiration date set 
by the Directors Guild of Amer-
ica (DGA), International Alli-
ance of Theatrical Stage Em-
ployees (IATSE), International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters 
(IBT) and Screen Actors Guild-
American Federation of Televi-
sion and Radio Artists (SAG-
AFTRA),  
 

Unions To End COVID Rules 
The announcement explains: 
“First enacted in September 2020 
after a months-long production 
shutdown, the COVID-19 Safety 
Agreement is the outcome of un-
precedented coordination and soli-
darity between the unions and 
collaboration with employers. The 
agreement, reflecting science-
based protocols, transformed crea-
tive workers as one of the nation’s 
first industries returning to work 
safely.” 
 
May 11 is also the date set by the 
Biden Administration for the offi-
cial expiration of the nation’s 

Paris Barclay and Thomas 
Schlamme have been named co-
chairs of the outreach team at the 
Directors Guild of America 
(DGA).  

 

The team’s mission is to support 
increased member engagement 
and awareness as the union pre-
pares for negotiations. 
 
“With their experience as former 
presidents of the DGA and their 
unrivaled knowledge of our in-
dustry, Paris and Tommy will 
serve as incredible representa-
tives of our Guild to our members 
as we prepare to win the best 
possible contract for our mem-
bers,” said union president Lesli 
Linka Glatter in a press release. 
“With their guidance, the DGA 
Outreach Team is ready to unite 
our 19,000 members to fight for 
our future.” 
 
Paris Barclay has had a broad 
career as a director and producer 
of projects ranging from music 
videos to the critically acclaimed 
“American Horror Story.” He 
won two Emmy Award for direct-
ing episodes of “NYPD Blue.” 
Thomas Schlamme is best known 
for his work with Aaron Sorkin 
on hit television series such as 
“Sports Night” and “The West 
Wing.”  

DGA Names 
Outreach 
Leaders 

https://www.aso.org/artists/detail/samuel-nemec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Barclay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Schlamme


Jim Richard has  
provided key  
resources to  
Pittsburgh’s arts 
and entertainment  
community for  

decades. This, despite serious health  
issues such as spinal stenosis and  
major depression.  
 
He seldom makes any money from them 
(ads in Pittsburgh Applause are either 
trades or comp). His only stead source of 
income is SSI Disability. Jim lived in  
Midtown Towers since the early 2000’s 
paying subsidized rent. 

Shortly after it was purchased by Boston-based  
Beacon Communities, Midtown Towers caught fire. 
One resident died and dozens of others were  
displaced. Jim worked closely with the building  
manager to bring much needed aid to his neighbors. 
He even fielded some media inquiries. Eventually, 
most tenants were temporarily relocated to a  
complex in Baldwin while Midtown underwent a 
complete remodel. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown occurred during the Midtown residents’ exurban exile. 
There would thereafter be very little communication from Beacon. Adding to the isolation was 
the sudden removal of the long-time manager. There was no explanation. 

The time came to renew Jim’s rent subsidy. This is normally a routine matter.  
But the new manager instigated a verbal incident by insulting her predecessor —- 
who had gone above-and-beyond the tenants  during Midtown’s biggest crisis. Her 
superiors later called Jim to apologize. Jim realized that he should not meet with 
the manager unless at least one of his support team was present. She repeatedly 
stonewalled such a meeting until well past the subsidy period’s expiration. This left 
Jim technically in debt to Midtown for the  market-rate rent (he faithfully paid the 
subsidy amount each month). Jim was forced out of Midtown Towers. 

Residents eventually returned to Midtown with a new manager (in fact, an entirely 
new building staff installed. None of whom had any history with Midtown). 

HOUSING NIGHTMARE 

James a. richards’ 

Continued on next page 



Despite the problems with 
the Midtown manager, Jim 
had no problem qualifying for 
a subsidized apartment with 
both the City of Pittsburgh 
Housing Authority and the 
Brew House Lofts.  

Jim established a GoFundMe campaign. Many 
wonderful people contributed more than $900 
to help finance his relocation. Unfortunately, 
some unscrupulous movers scammed him out 
of much of these funds. The Pittsburgh Police 
Department is investigating. A non-profit or-
ganization has stepped in to pay a reliable 
firm to finish the move. 

Jim is out of Midtown Towers and 
now resides at the Brew House. 
 
Unfortunately, legal issues remain: 
primarily Beacon’s claim that Jim 
owes the company thousands in  
unpaid rent. 
 
A pro bono attorney has been  
retained. But there will still be  
expenses. So, please keep those  
donations coming! 

HOUSING NIGHTMARE 

James a. richards’ 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/wcnjn-housing-crises


https://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
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Images 

Pittsburgh presents the world debut of Lauren Yee’s funny and  
engaging new play. “Young Americans.” (April 26 at the O’Reilly) 

A biographical film about Pitts-
burgh sports legend Roberto 
Clemente (1934-1972) is in the 
development, reports Rosy 
Cordero for Deadline. 
 
Born in Puerto Rico the son of a 
sugar cane worker (and the 
youngest of seven children), 
Clemente began playing profes-
sional baseball at age 18. He 
spent the bulk of his major 
league career with the Pitts-
burgh Pirates. Clemente helped 
break the color barrier in big 
time sports, set or broke several 
records and was active in chari-
table projects.  

Clemente Bio Pic Planned 
The planned film will be best on 
the best-selling book Clemente: 
The True Legacy of an Undying 
Hero. Cordero writes that it “will 
showcase Clemente’s rise to 
greatness against all odds and tell 
his inspirational life story inclu-
sive of both his baseball career as 
well as his fight for Latin Ameri-
can equality and social justice.” 
Clemente’s sons Roberto Jr. and 
Luis will be among the executive 
producers. Read the full article by 
clicking here. 

Jessie Wardarski reports for the 
Associated Press (AP) that ef-
forts are underway at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh to restore 
a nearly lost legacy. 
 
That legacy belongs to compos-
er, publisher 
and choral 
director 
Charles Pace 
(1886-1963), 
who was 
among the 
first African 
American gospel music compos-
ers and publishers. Wardarski 
explains that after Pace’s death, 
his music store “was sold and his 
archives went with it. Eventual-
ly, the materials made their way 
to auction, and the university’s 
library system bought them in 
1999.” The fourteen boxes were 
essentially gathering dust for 
some two decades until music 
historian Christopher Lynch be-
came involved. 
 
“This is something that we can, 
as Pittsburghers, all be proud 
of,” Wardarski quotes Lynch. 
“Charles Pace was a tremendous 
figure in music history.” Read 
his full article by clicking here. 

Lost Legacy 
Rediscovered 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_Clemente
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberto_Clemente
https://deadline.com/2023/03/roberto-clemente-movie-in-works-biopic-1235277052/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Henry_Pace
https://apnews.com/article/entertainment-gospel-music-pittsburgh-6f1fb00c0f171a94119f9947dd894bea
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
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Local comedian Steve Hofstetter is 
moving forward with plans to con-
vert a former chapel into a multi-
use performance space. 
 
The New York City native relocat-
ed to Pittsburgh in 2021 telling the 
Jewish Chronicle “[Pittsburgh has] 
“all the amenities I would want in 
a big city — I could get anything I 
need — but it’s a small-town feel. 
Things are geographically close to 
each other; you don’t have to be in 
the car that long. Its people are 
super nice.” 
 
"The décor will be unique,” Hof-
stetter explained to Pittsburgh 
Patch’s Eric Heyl. A key element 
will be moveable panels allowing 
an audience to be “seated in an old 
saloon, a living room, or a barber-
shop. The only limit is our imagi-
nation." Read Heyl’s full article. 

New Venue 
Coming Every college has its clubs, but 

the University of Pittsburgh 
has a particularly interesting 
one, writes Serena Garcia for 
Pitt News. 
 
It is called the Music Produc-
tion Club “is a place for stu-
dents passionate about creating 
music to share, collaborate and 
learn techniques from one an-
other.”  
 
The participating students that 
Garcia interviews come from a 

Pitt’s Student Music Club 
surprising diverse range of majors: 
Ethan Herring is studying neuro-
science, Brandon Rodas criminal 
justice and Alex Gosek environ-
mental science. 
 
“I thought it was a cool way to 
meet people with similar interests 
in Pittsburgh,” she quotes Gosek. 
The total number of members is 
unclear. “Before joining the club, 
Rodas was creating both rap and 
hip-hop music, but has now di-
vulged into exploring producing a 
new genre --- drill music.” 
 

https://getvaccineanswers.org/
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/pittsburgh/pittsburgh-getting-new-performance-venue-music-film-studio
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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http://pghevents.net/events/tina/
http://pghevents.net/events/franks-deans/
http://pghevents.net/events/hellzapoppin-circus-sideshow/
http://pghevents.net/events/american-fast/
http://pghevents.net/events/pittsburgh-pirates-home-opener-6/
http://pghevents.net/events/from-stage-to-page-400-years-of-shakespeare-in-print/
http://pghevents.net/events/bruce-o-rama/
http://pghevents.net/events/tracy-morgan-3/
http://pghevents.net/events/pittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-karina-canellakis/
http://pghevents.net/events/chris-collins-boulder-canyon-band/


Opportunities 
A call for artists has been issued by the Brew House Association for a new installation. Details here. 

 

WTAE-TV, the local Hearst-owned ABC affiliate has an opening for a strong, take-charge News Producer who 
knows how to create memorable newscasts. Details here. 

 

A virtual conference is being presented by the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council (GPAC) on self-sustainability, 
ecosystem building and community support. It will be held on April 13. In addition, GPAC is co-hosting an in-
person networking event on April 15. 

 

The Mattress Factory’s Exhibitions Department is seeking applications for a Temporary Exhibitions Installer. 
Details here. 

 

Applications are being accepted by the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA) for another round accelerator 
grants. Click here to learn more. 

 

Various positions remain available at the National Aviary that include programming, events and education. De-
tails here. 

 

Opportunities at the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre center on education. Details here. 

 

Audition applications are being accepted by the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra for the position of First Bas-
soon through April 10. Details here. 

 

A part-time art teacher is being sought by Assemble. Details here. 

 

Summer artist residences are available at BOOM Concepts. Details here. 

https://www.projectcasting.com/tag/pittsburgh/
https://actorsequity.org/resources/DoNotWork/
https://www.sagaftra.org/news-events/all-news
https://brewhousearts.org/call-for-art/
https://eevd.fa.us6.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_1/requisitions/preview/2019123/?location=Pittsburgh%2C+PA%2C+United+States&locationId=300000001928933&locationLevel=city&mode=location&radius=25&radiusUnit=MI
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/events/opportunities-now-artist-advocacy-open-mic
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/events/artist-resources-and-networking-event
https://matfacarchive.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/20142919/PT-Exhibitions-Installer-May-2023.pdf
https://www.arts.pa.gov/WHAT%20WE%20DO/FUNDING/apply-for-a-grant/PPA-Program-Stream/Pages/Creative-Entrepreneur-Accelerator-Program.aspx
https://www.aviary.org/about-us/jobs/
https://www.pbt.org/the-company/about/employment/
https://culturaldistrict-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/j4kbvtttiiw0bja7x2m52r1c1mb9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tyBeGPuImeGJRaCTs2da-4q24zcsoQ12/view
https://boomuniverse.co/blog/boom-universe-2023-residency-program-call-for-artists/


Across 

Down 

1. The Pittsburgh neighborhood where 
 Billy Strayhorn grew up. 
7. Tennis even 
8. What “Life” is, according to a 1933 
 Strayhorn song 
11. Provide temporarily 
12. Alternative rocker Mikky, who’ll 
 probably never sing something 
 Billy wrote 
13. A 1980’s TV sitcom or a 1990’s TV 
 drama (both with George Clooney) 
14. Methylidyne, symbolically 
16. Center of a storm 
17. Transportation per a 1939 Strayhorn 
 classic tune 
20. One of the Three Musketeers 
22. It’s a “Lovesome  Thing,” per a 1961 
 Billy song 
24. Ripen 
27. Sadness 
28. Original moniker for the theater now 
 co-named for Billy 
31. Horn sound 
32. Film critic James 

Last Month’s Solution 

1. The middle of a donut or bagel 
2. “Aida,” for example 
3. They were “Mad” on AMC 
4. Finish 
5. Lead-in to ‘Miss 
6. Billy’s common collaborator Ellington, 
 to pals 
9. It’s the limit? 
10. Garden implement 
14. Billy’s piano teacher Charlotte 
15. Disney song refrain (variation) 
18. British pilots, initially 
19. Female empowerment org. 
21. Stitch 
23. Actor’s job 
24. TV legend Linkletter, to pals 
25. Lead-in to thermal 
26. Partner of the id 
29. UFO pilot 
30. Educator’s helper, briefly 
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