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Post-Gazette Owner Buys City Paper 
Even as it grapples with a strike at 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
Block Commu-
nications started 
the year with a 
surprise an-
nouncement --- 
the company is 
buying Pittsburgh City Paper. 
 
Launched in 1990, City Paper is 
Pittsburgh’s last remaining alter-
native newsweekly and winner of 
multiple journalism awards. Eco-
nomic challenges led long-time 
owner Steel City Media to sell 
the liberal-leading urban tabloid 
in 2016 to the conservative, rural-
based Eagle Media Corp. “Since 
that time, we have invested $3.5 
million in City Paper,” Eagle Me-
dia president Ron Vodenichar told 
Next Pittsburgh’s Andrew Conte. 
“And they haven’t been able to 
pay their own bills for even one 
week.” 
 
Conflict over coverage of the 
newspaper strike was among the 
reasons for Lisa Cunningham to 
resign as City Paper editor last 
year. Primarily, that Eagle Media 
had been contracted to produce 
the print editions of the Post-
Gazette.  
 
City Paper is being acquired by 
Block through a subsidiary called 
Cars Holding, Inc. No layoffs are 
being planned. Company CEO 
Paul Block insists in a press re-
lease that they committed to 
“independent journalism” by sup-
porting “this well-established 
entertainment and alternative 
news publication.” Cunningham 
described the Block deal as “a 
worst-case scenario” to Conte. 
The Newspaper Guild, which 
represents the striking staff, is 
asking the Justice Department’s 

anti-trust division to investigate 
according to MediaPost.com’s 
Ray Schultz.  
 
The weekly is not unionized. 
Some speculate that the purchase 
gives the Post-Gazette, among 
other resources, access to a non-
striking news room. 
 
“We wish [Block Communica-
tions] would bargain in good 
faith with us, rather than buying 
different outlets around town,” 
union leader Zack Tanner told 
WESA-FM’s Oliver Morrison. 
“But as far as whether the strike 
had anything to do with this sale 
or not, I have no idea.” 
 
The guild has been striking the 
Post-Gazette since October. Sa-
rah Scire of the Neiman Founda-
tion for Journalism (part of Har-
vard University) describes the 

walkout as “the first newspaper 
strike of the digital age.”  
 
As January drew to a close, 
Schultz reported that an adminis-
trative law judge with the Na-
tional Labor ‘Relations Board 
(NLRB) “ordered the Post-
Gazette to resume bargaining 
within 15 days of a union request 
to do so, “adding that “the news-
paper had bargained in bad faith 
since 2017, and ordered it to re-
scind unilateral working condi-
tions it had imposed in 2020 and 
to restore the Guild’s 2014-17 
contract.” Block Communica-
tions is certain to appeal to the 
full NLRB. 
 
Read Andrew Conte’s detailed 
article and Sarah Scire’s in-depth 
report to learn more. 

Erique Collington, age 18, has 
been arrested regarding a fatal 
shooting near the Benedum Cen-
ter on January 19. The victim has 
been identified as 23-year-old 
Eugene Mance. 
 
“The shooting occurred shortly 
after 2 p.m. at Liberty Avenue 
and Seventh Street” reports Eric 
Heyl for Patch Pittsburgh. 
“According to Pittsburgh public 
safety officials, the victim suf-
fered multiple gunshot wounds 
and died in the hospital.”  
 
The brazen shooting incident is 
just one of man violent acts that 
have been plaguing Downtown 
and especially the Pittsburgh Cul-
tural District. 
 
On November 15, a woman was 
shot near the corner of Smithfield 
Street and Fourth Avenue (on the 

Downtown’s Crime Crises 
other side of Downtown, not far 
from the Pittsburgh Playhouse). 
An unconscious man was found 
November 29 just steps away 
from the District with shrapnel 
from a BB gun found in his body. 
The man eventually died in the 
hospital. A teenager was arrested 
in the same alley on unrelated 
assault allegations.  
 
It has reached the point that 
“county Executive Rich Fitzger-
ald has offered to provide a con-
tingent of county police officers 
to supplement the work being 
done by city police,” reports 
Mark Belko for the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. 
 
A town hall meeting has been 
scheduled for February 9 at the 
Union Trust Building where 
Mayor Ed Gainey is expected to 
address the situation. 

https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/on-media-butler-eagle-publisher-explains-why-pittsburgh-city-paper-was-sold-to-the-blocks/
https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/on-media-butler-eagle-publisher-explains-why-pittsburgh-city-paper-was-sold-to-the-blocks/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2023/01/the-first-newspaper-strike-of-the-digital-age-stretches-into-a-new-year/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2023/01/the-first-newspaper-strike-of-the-digital-age-stretches-into-a-new-year/
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A new comedy series called “The 
Pradeeps of Pittsburgh” has been 
given the green-light, according to 
The Hollywood Reporter’s Rick 
Porter. 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Pradeeps of Pittsburgh” is 
the story of an immigrant Indian 
family trying to make a new life 
in Pittsburgh. 
 
Eight episodes have been ordered 
for the streaming service Freevee. 
The series is a co-production of 
Sony and Amazon. “Pradeeps” is 
created by “Black-ish” alumnus 
Vijal Patel, who is also the show-
runner. 
 
Learn more by reading Porter’s 
article. 

Amazon OKs 
PGH Series 

Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey has 
announced the members to his 
newly divided arts councils [See 
Pittsburgh Applause January 
2023 page 2 – ed], reports Julia 
Zenkevich for WESA-FM. 
 
Civic Design Committee appoin-
tees include Lisa Carver of the 
architecture firm Perfido 
Weiskopf Wagstaff & Goettel 
while appointees for the Public 
Art Committee include noted 
artist Tom Mosser. Zenkevich 
has more information here. The 
city council must approve the 
appointments. 

Mayor’s 
Reordered 

Committees The city has created a new Office 
of Film & Event Management 
(OFEM), reports KDKA-TV. 
 
OFEM will ensure film industry 
standards, safety regulations and 
city policies are met and fol-
lowed. The office will also be 
responsible for vetting applica-
tions for film productions and 
events. 
 
It is to be part of the Department 
of Parks and Recreation/ 

City’s New 
Film Office 

The City Planning Commission 
has, somewhat reluctantly, ap-
proved a proposal to build a new 
music venue and parking garage. 
Mark Belko of the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette reports that the 
structure will be on the site of the 
former Civic Arena. 
 
Estimated at about $110 million, 
the project’s design has left many 
unhappy as being unimaginative.  
 
“[Additional] concerns were 
raised after squabbles erupted 
over several issues,” writes Belko, 
“including the level of minority 

Concert Venue Approved 
and women’s business participa-
tion at the site and the schedul-
ing of a Hill Community Devel-
opment Corporation meeting 
with the [Pittsburgh Penguins] 
to review the music venue 
plans.” 
 
Read Belko’s article to learn 
more. 

https://getvaccineanswers.org/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/amzon-freevee-comedy-naveen-andrews-1235304240/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/amzon-freevee-comedy-naveen-andrews-1235304240/
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-01-18/pittsburgh-art-commission-new-members
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-01-18/pittsburgh-art-commission-new-members
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-01-18/pittsburgh-art-commission-new-members
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-01-18/pittsburgh-art-commission-new-members
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/news/commission-approves-plans-for-music-venue-parking-garage-at-former-civic-arena-site/ar-AA16I1O7?ocid=msedgntp&pc=ENTPHB&cvid=96026ff86e1d4477a49ae4b51fc5f4b7
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A dispute over a 2022 music festi-
val at Hartwood Acres is at the 
center of complex legal action, 
reports Bill O’Driscoll for WESA
-FM. 
 
The festival was a joined effort by 
Cleveland event company Eleva-
tion Festivals LLC and the local 
record label Mable House Rec-
ords LLC.  
 
“The event was widely considered 
a success,” writes O’Driscoll, 
“But in its lawsuit, filed Dec. 7 
[2022] in U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of Ohio, 
Maple House alleged Elevation 
has wrongfully held on to 
[$500,000 in] revenue, mostly 
from ticket sales and fees.” 
 
O’Driscoll goes into considerable 
detail which can be read by click-
ing here. 

Music Fest 
Lawsuit 

Adam W. McKinney has been 
named the new artistic director of 
the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre. 

The company made the announce-
ment on January 18. Its statement 
describes him: “McKinney has a 
diverse and accomplished back-
ground in arts leadership across 
the globe, having served as an arts 
organization director, tenured 
professor, choreographer, dancer, 
educator, and activist. He is a 
gifted teacher of classical ballet 
whose expertise lies in creating 
environments that support 
the training and development of 
artists.” 
 
McKinney assumes his post this 
coming March. You can learn 
more about him by reading the 
official statement. 

Ballet’s  
New AD 

Photography professor Leo Hsu 
has been named the next execu-
tive director of the Silver Eye 
Center for Photography. 
 
Mr. Hsu has been serving as in-
terim leader since last year when 
executive director  David Oresick 
left for a position at the Mattress 
Factory [See Pittsburgh Ap-
plause, May 2022 – ed.] 
 
A press release describes Hsu’s 
background as “a managing editor 
at Fraction Magazine, and an 
instructor of photography at Car-
negie Mellon University. He has 
written extensively about photog-
raphy for national publications 
and is a talented photographer in 
his own right, producing work 
that examines the often-shifting 
experience of place, the power of 
identifying patterns in everyday 
life, and spaces where the private 
and public intersect.” 

Silver Eye’s 
New ED 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-01-04/events-company-and-billionaire-tulls-record-label-in-court-over-pittsburgh-music-festival
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-01-04/events-company-and-billionaire-tulls-record-label-in-court-over-pittsburgh-music-festival
https://www.pbt.org/blog/adannouncement/
http://www.pittsburghapplause.com/pittsburghapplausemay2022.pdf
http://www.pittsburghapplause.com/pittsburghapplausemay2022.pdf


http://www.thevideohouse.com/
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The parent company of Pittsburgh
-based ShowClix, Patron Tech-
nology, has announced the acqui-
sition of Fan Interactive Market-
ing. 

Fan Interactive is described as “a 
marketing services company fo-
cused on helping clients fully acti-
vate their data for strategic efforts. 
Their team of experts handles the 
day-to-day administrative tasks 
associated with CRM, email mar-
keting, and digital advertising 
while bringing forth best-in-class 
strategies and initiatives.” 
 
Patron believes that Fan Interac-
tive’s capabilities with enhance 
the ability of clients to better en-
gage audiences. 
 
“To further our goal of providing 
a complete event technology solu-
tion, we saw incredible value in 
acquiring the most successful mar-
keting company in the live event 
space,” Patron’s Marc Jenkins 
explained in a press release. 
 
Specific terms of the purchase 
have not been disclosed. 

Patron Buys 
Tech Firm 

With mental health a rising con-
cern --- especially since the 
COVID-19 pandemic --- the In-
ternational Alliance of Theatri-
cal Stage Employees (IATSE) 
has established a training pro-
gram for its members. 
 
An IATSE statement explains 
that “bullying, harassment and 
intimidation is a common work-
place stressor throughout all sec-
tors of the entertainment indus-
try. These behaviors create a 
physically and psychologically 
unsafe workplace for everyone.” 
 
The program is to teach union 
members “how to identify, un-
derstand and respond to signs of 
distress in your colleagues and 
help make our workplaces 
healthier and safer spaces for 
all.” Those who successfully 
complete the program become a 
certified Mental Health First 
Aider. 
 
IATSE Members and those 
working under IATSE agree-
ments may be eligible for Train-
ing Trust Fund reimbursement 
for the $125 fee upon proof of 
successful completion of the 
course. 
 
Details on what is involved and 
how to register is available by 
clicking here. 

Mental Health 
First Aid 

With offices reopening full-time in 
Pittsburgh and across the nation, 
SAG-AFTRA has announced 
some post-pandemic policies. 

During the height of the COVID-
19 crises, only staff members con-
sidered essential were expected to 
be in each local’s office. “As addi-
tional staff now return to offices,” 
according to an online posting, 
“we are maintaining our efforts to 
keep them safe by ensuring SAG-
AFTRA’s vaccination and mask-
ing policy remains in place.” 
 
Members who still wish to attend 
meetings remotely may continue to 
do so. However, those participat-
ing in-person must confirm their 
vaccination status. For further in-
formation, read the complete post-
ing. 

SAGAFTRA 
Offices 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclhTVIOgmZnXR_j1aLhw9VfW6cY_POIFw1CZtxp-UcCIzYzw/viewform
https://filmmakers.wqed.org/filmacademy-lite/?utm_source=sendgrid.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website
https://iatse.net/behind-the-scenes-charity-announces-mental-health-first-aid-and-bystander-intervention-training-dates/
https://www.sagaftra.org/important-member-notice-sag-aftra-office-reopening
https://www.sagaftra.org/important-member-notice-sag-aftra-office-reopening
https://www.sagaftra.org/important-member-notice-sag-aftra-office-reopening
http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
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KDKA-AM is the recipient of the 
2023 World Radio Day Award.  
 
World Radio Day was created in 
2011 by the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 
(UNESCO) to 
encourage sta-
tions in devel-
oped countries to 
assist those in the 
developing 
world. The award in the U.S. is 
presented by the Academy of Ra-
dio Arts and Sciences of Ameri-
ca. (ARASA). The radio station is 
owned by Audacy. 
 
An ARASA press release says that 
“War and Pease” is this year’s 
theme, inspired by the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. “Radio can 
indeed fuel conflict,” the release 
adds, “but in reality . . . relevant 

KDKA-AM Honored 
programs and independent news 
reporting provide the foundation 
for sustainable democracy and 
good governance.” The award 
recognizes a station that demon-
strates ideals that includes local-
ism and community service. 
 
“This distinguished honor under-
scores not only KDKA’s unwa-
vering commitment to delivering 
premier news coverage to the 
Pittsburgh communities, but the 
individuals who work tirelessly 
each and every day to make it 
happen,” said Michael Spac-
ciapolli of Audacy Pittsburgh in a 
separate release. “We’re proud to 
join the list of iconic heritage 
brands that represent the very 
best the radio industry has to of-
fer.” 
 
World Radio Day falls on Febru-
ary 13. 

Nominations are being sought by 
the Greater Pittsburgh Arts 
Council (GPAC) for the commit-
tee that will guide 
the design, analysis 
and reporting of 
GPAC’s upcoming 
racial equity in arts 
funding research. 
 
The primary goal is to assess ra-
cial equity in grant amounts and 
grant dollars distributed to arts 
organizations. This 12+ month 
project begins in the summer. A 
stipend will be available for some 
members. 
 
Nominations are being accepted 
through February 28. Click here 
for details. 

Research 
Team Being 

Sought 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/blog/nominate-member-southwest-pa-arts-community-guide-arts-councils-next-round-racial-equity-arts
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/blog/nominate-member-southwest-pa-arts-community-guide-arts-councils-next-round-racial-equity-arts
http://www.thepaperceiling.org/
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Images 

This month, the Pittsburgh Glass Center showcases work created by 
contestants from Netflix’s hit show “Blown Away.” 

A short documentary by a Pitts-
burgh student is among those 
being featured on the Roku 
Channel, reports Rebecca Sun for 
the Hollywood Reporter. 
 
Nearly a year ago, streaming 
media firm Roku Inc. partnered 
with non-profit youth organiza-
tion Fresh Films for a program 

Local Students Make Roku Mini Doc 
to train some 250 high schoolers 
from 23 cities nationwide in video 
making. Pittsburgh was among the 
cities chosen. 
 
“We’re proud to have cultivated 
an environment that empowered a 
diverse group of young people 
from across the country to coura-
geously share their stories,” Sun 
quotes from a statement by Roku’s 
Brian Tannenbaum. 

The six-minute video takes a look 
at Phase 4 Learning Center, a 
non-profit organization that helps 
at-risk and disadvantaged people 
earn their high school diploma 
and successfully move on to more 
education or joining the work-
force. You can watch the video by 

George Romero’s groundbreaking 
1968 Pittsburgh film “Night of the 
Living Dead” is alive and coming 
to podcasting, reports Peter White 
for Deadline. 
 
The forthcoming audio series 
“The Dead” is being produced by 
a division of Cinedigm Corp. in 
partnership with the George A. 
Romero Foundation.  
 
White explains that “writers will 
be chosen to pen the stories fol-
lowing an application process” 
with the Romero Foundation se-
lecting the most promising. A 
production team from the 
Cinedigm division Bloody Dis-
gusting will then fashion the sto-
ries into 24 full episodes. 
 
Read White’s full article by click-
ing here. 

New “Dead” 
Audio Series 

http://www.channelpittsburgh.org/
https://deadline.com/2023/01/night-of-the-living-dead-universe-expanding-into-audio-1235244393/
https://deadline.com/2023/01/night-of-the-living-dead-universe-expanding-into-audio-1235244393/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3785902


https://www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com/
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Valentine’s 

Events 

http://pghevents.net/events/tags/black-history-month/
http://pghevents.net/events/opposites-attract/
http://pghevents.net/events/vikings-warriors-of-the-north-sea/
http://pghevents.net/events/dracula-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/beetlejuice-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/jurassic-quest-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/pittsburgh-beerfest-2023/
http://pghevents.net/events/kevin-james-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/town-mountain-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/american-authors-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/pittsburgh-symphony-orchestra-the-music-of-john-williams-2/
http://pghevents.net/events/tags/valentines-day/


http://www.cobblerworld.com/


Opportunities 

A seminar is being offered this month by the Bayer Center at Robert Morris University about performance man-
agement. Click here. 
 
Two dates in March have been designated by the Pittsburgh Opera for the next round of auditions. Three horn 
positions are available with the opera’s orchestra. Click here. 
 
Programs being offered by the Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council include the Access Microfund grant, a Disabled 
Artists Creative Cohort virtual conference and a Financial Planning video conference for artists. 

 
A regular networking event called “Music of Pittsburgh” is being held at Forge Urban Winery. Click here. 

 
Dates have been set aside by the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra for auditions. The orchestra is seeking a sec-
ond horn and a principal trombone. Click here. 

 
A free seminar is being offered by the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh on writing grant proposals for founda-
tions. Click here. 

 
Manuscripts are being accepted by Autumn House Press. Click here. 

 
Positions available at Paramount Global’s KDKA-TV include a news producer (full-time), a sports producer (full
-time) and a news assignment editor (full-time). 

https://www.projectcasting.com/tag/pittsburgh/
https://actorsequity.org/resources/DoNotWork/
https://www.sagaftra.org/news-events/all-news
https://secure.touchnet.net/C20426_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=123&SINGLESTORE=true
https://www.pittsburghopera.org/our-team/auditions/
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/grants/access-microfund
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/events/disabled-artists-creative-cohort-information-session-2
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/events/disabled-artists-creative-cohort-information-session-2
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/events/financial-and-legacy-planning-artists
http://pghevents.net/locations/forge-urban-winery/
https://pittsburghsymphony.org/pso_home/web/about-landing/career-opportunities/auditions
http://pghevents.net/events/introduction-to-proposal-writing/
https://www.autumnhouse.org/submissions/
https://careers.paramount.com/job/Pittsburgh-PA-15222/830295400/
https://careers.paramount.com/job/Pittsburgh-Producer-Sports-PA-15222/935008900/
https://careers.paramount.com/job/Pittsburgh-Assignment-Editor-PA-15222/977060700/


Across 

Down 

1. Dr. King’s most famous speech  
 (with 15-Across) 
6. A-List actor or actress 
10. Basic particle 
11. Biblical pronoun 
13. Chest bone 
14. Long, long times 
15. See 1-Across 
16. Neighbor west of WI 
18. Catholic service, commonly 
20. Sting’s band (with “The”) 
24. Chemical symbol for tin 
25. Closeted cop who spied on Dr. King 
26. Morning letters 
28. South American empire 
29. Dog food brand often promoted by 
 Ed McMahon 
31. 1966 Dave Berry and the Cruisers song 
33. Location 
34. Location of 5-Down 
 
 
 
 

Last Month’s Solution 

2. Half a laugh 
3. Gillette razor brand 
4. Empty space 
5. Sculpture unveiled in 2023 honoring 
 Dr. and Mrs. King (with “The”) 
6. Lead-in bath or room 
7. Artist who created 5-Down 
8. Poseidon's son 
9. Goes bad, like metal 
12. Where we lost Dr. King 
17. Mid-day 
19. “Attention!” 
21. Not far nor foreign 
22. Common Slavic name 
23. Title of a 1980’s George Clooney 
 sitcom or a 1990’s George 
 Clooney drama 
27. Major faucet maker 
29. Donkey, by another name 
30. Not dim 
32. Atlantic province, initially 
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